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FEATURED 0Q&A

Will the Belo Monte Dam's Benefits Outweigh the Costs?

In January, the Brazilian govern-

ment issued a partial license, a

deviation from typical proce-

dure, to begin clearing land
around the 11,200 MW Belo Monte dam,
set to he the world's third largest. The
consortium cannot begin construction on
the dam itself, however, until it proves it
has met 40 socio-environmental condi-
tions. Indigenous groups and environmen-
talists have petitioned the government
with more than half a million signatures
in opposition to the project, claiming the
dam threatens both native peoples and
the area's biodiversity. Will the protestors
be successful in slowing or stopping the
dam's construction? What would bhe the
dam's impacts? Do the project's econom-
ic and energy generation benefits out-
weigh its costs?






References cut by editors in the published version:

Brazilian Public Ministry’s recommendation to IBAMA (the environmental authority) on 9 Nov.
2010 and in its Civil Public Suit of 27 Jan. 2011 (both available at
http://www.xinguvivo.org.br/)

An economic analysis estimates only a 28% chance of breaking even (Cabra & Sousa Jinior,
Water Alternatives 3(2): 249-268. 2010).

Upstream dams that would flood vast areas of indigenous land and tropical rainforest (Fearnside,
Environmental Management 38(1): 16-27. 2006).

See extensive material on Belo Monte at http://philip.inpa.gov.br



