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''Tl1e burning of tl1e Amazon is not over. 
It's getting wo1·se, ' stated Stephan Schwartz­
man, a enior scienti t at the Environmental 
Defense Fund in Wa hington, D.C., follow­
ing the Brazilian govemment's release of a 
report showing that sla hing and burning of 
the A1nazonian rai11forest home to 90 per-
cent of tl1e wo1·ld '. plant and animal spe-
cie ha actually increased ince 1992. 
Ir·onically, when tl1e world community gath­
ered in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 for the Unit­
ed Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development, also known as the Earth Sum­
mit, conservation and biodiversity preserva­
tion ranked among tl1e top issues under dis­
cussion. The report hows a 34 percent 
inc~ease in slashing and burning from 1991 
to 1994: Approxi111ately 11 000 square 
kilometcrs of f ore t were destroyed in the 
1990- 91 burning season compared to almost 
15,000 square kilometers in 1994. The 
Brazilian Ministry of Environment, Water 
Resources, and the Amazon has not yet 
made its 1995 fi gures available, but Pl1ilip 
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Fearnside, an ecologist with the N ational 
Institute for Re earch in the Amazon in 
Manaus, feels that tl10 e data, when re-
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leasea, are likely to also show increases. 
Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Car­
doso has announced a series of initiatives to 
decrease illegal loggi 11g as well as plans to 
increase the amount of t1·opical f orest that 
Amazonia11 landowners are required to pr·e­
serve from 50 to 80 pe1·ce11t. 
-Earthwatcli, Novembcr!Dece1n ber. (K.G.) 
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