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Since 2011, a private company has sued to terminate protections for the Cristalino 1l State
Park in Brazil’s state of Mato Grosso. The company is suspected of being a shell to enable
private entities to gain rights to government land (1). On 23 April, after repeated appeals
and counter-repeals, the Mato Grosso Court of Justice sided with the company and annulled
the 2001 decree that created the park (2), despite evidence that the park’s creation was legal
(3). The contested park area, spanning 118,000 ha, is a top conservation priority (4),
especially for Amazonian tree species (5) and vulnerable faunal communities, such as the
Endangered spider monkey Ateles marginatus (6). Moreover, the protected region plays a
crucial role in inhibiting deforestation in the southern Amazon. Mato Grosso must appeal
the decision.

The ruling is consistent with Brazil’s trend of downsizing, downgrading, and degazetting
protected areas (7). Even before this decision, farms had been registered inside the park
boundaries (8), and requests for mining within park boundaries by multinational
corporations had been submitted (9). Mato Grosso’s politics are dominated by agribusiness
interests, which frequently advocate for reducing environmental protections. A proposed
amendment to the state constitution (PEC no. 12/2022) that is advancing toward a vote in
the state Legislative Assembly would make the creation of new state-protected areas
unfeasible (10). The April decision also sets a precedent for the annulment of other state
parks, putting a much wider area at risk both in Mato Grosso and elsewhere in the Amazon.

The governor of Mato Grosso stated that he will not appeal to the supreme court because
it would represent an expense to the state coffers (11). The state’s failure to preserve this
park would exacerbate carbon emissions and increase outbreaks of zoonotic diseases (12),
with the potential to trigger a new global pandemic. It is crucial that the government of
Mato Grosso and the state’s Public Prosecutor’s Office appeal the ruling, which can be
done through a special appeal (Recurso Especial) to the Superior Court of Justice and
through an extraordinary appeal (Recurso Extraordinario) to the Federal Supreme Court.
Scientists and citizens of Mato Grosso should urge the governor to act.
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